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“Creating edible and ornamental gardens”

Welcome to the Claremont Garden Club newsletter!
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Ornamental of the Month
Camellia sasanqua “Yuletide”

Happy New Year to you all!
December Trip
About 20 Garden Club
members came together for
a behind-the-scenes tour of
Corey Nursery in Claremont,
a wholesale supplier of
many of the houseplants
you can find at markets. We
learned some fascinating
info about this industry.

Some December Surprises!
Rooting Pussy Willows: These stems stuck
in a vase as part of an arrangement rooted
in a couple of weeks. They will be planted
up and brought to the next Garden Club
meeting. The roots that develop in water
are different from those that develop in soil
(not surprisingly). They are more fragile as
they haven’t had to push through the
ground and they have no root hairs as they
don’t need the extra surface area to absorb
water. This means they need to be
transplanted carefully and kept watered
until new, ordinary roots can form. Since
willows grow along streams, this transition
is easier than for most other cuttings.

Sprouting Tomato: Normally, tomatoes go
soft and rot before the seeds sprout but this
one got a head start! Originally destined for
a salad, it has been planted as-is outside and
we will see if any of the seeds grow.

Sasanqua camellias tend to be smaller than
Camellia japonica, with smaller leaves, and
many varieties grow more horizontally than
vertically. They tend to bloom earlier, and
Yuletide, as its name suggests, is in full
bloom for the holidays. It grows slowly to
about 5ft tall and wide. Cultural conditions
are the same as for japonicas, but
sasanquas can take more light.

Edible of the Month
Citrus tangerina

Tangerines (Cuties, Clementines, Pixies,
Dancys, etc) are hybrids of mandarin
oranges (Citrus reticulata) with a dash of
pomelo DNA. Small trees like lots of sun,
regular water and fertilizer, somewhat
more cold-tolerant than other citrus. Fruit
turns orange before ripening so don’t pick
for at least a month after that (Dancy’s
ready in December, others later).Cut stems
rather than pull off. Some recipes.

Bird’s nest fungus: This delightful
fungus appeared among the redwood
mulch in a herb bed. The tiny cups are
just over 1/4" wide and contain a dozen
or so disk-shaped spores that look like
eggs. Rain (or watering) splashes these
out. They are not harmful to living plants.

Turk’s Cap Bloom: After several
years, a cutting of this member of the
mallow family has reached 4' tall and
finally bloomed. It really lights up its
shady spot and hummingbirds are
noticing the flowers (which never fully
open).

Did you know?
Botanical Latin: “Tangerines” are
named for the city of Tangiers; “reticulata”
refers to a network.
Plant miscellanea: The mallow family
(Malvaceae) includes hibiscus, abutilon,
hollyhocks and common “cheeseweed”, as
well as the Turk’s Cap. The pistils generally
join to form a long cylinder and the
stamens form a tube around this.

Things to do in January
General
T

Unusual leaves: Normally this
Japanese maple has dark red leaves but
this year, shortly before they dropped,
the leaves sported a bright red center
edged by a band of green and another of
white. Anyone else notice a similar
change?

The Mystery Plant in the December issue has been identified as Cornus
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Pest/disease management
T
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kousa, kousa dogwood! Thanks to all for your suggestions.

• Come to the January 9 meeting to get some info on landscape design
• Take a look at the Sustainable Claremont Dialog on rainwater harvesting
• Peruse the garden design info on the GC website
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Jan 9: Garden Club – 6:30-8:30 pm, talk at 7pm, Napier Center, 660 Avery Rd,
Claremont. “Sustainable Landscape Design: a

crash course for

creatives and the rest of us!”
Save the dates:
Feb 23: Visit to Moon Valley Nursery
Mar 29//30: The Claremont Flower Show
Apr 14: The Annual Garden Tour
Smart Gardening Workshops: 9:30-11 am, free. For dates and locations, see
http://dpw.lacounty.gov/epd/sg/wk_scheds.cfm
Chino Basin Water District: classes on waterwise landscaping, irrigation; mulch
giveaways: http://www.cbwcd.org/150/Workshop-Descriptions
Armstrong classes: http://www.armstronggarden.com/pages/classes
Rancho Santa Ana Botanic Garden: www.rsabg.org/upcoming-events
Huntington Library: Free talks, plant sales www.huntington.org/

Citrus: be sure water doesn’t hit
trunks, water deeply every 2 or 3 wks
Fertilize vegetables
Plant seedlings of cabbage, celery,
parsley, peas, radishes, chard

Ornamentals
T

Upcoming events and more

Reduce petal blight: Place circles of
landscape cloth under camellias to
catch fallen flowers for easy removal
Weed; watch for whitefly and aphids;
spray for peach leaf curl if needed

Edibles
T

Planning for the Year Ahead

Move pots of frost-tender plants to
warmer areas; water garden day
before frost is expected as hydration
helps prevent damage; suspend cloth
covers above/around plants overnight
as needed (remove in morning)
Tidy potting area, clean tools, start a
garden notebook, order seeds
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Plant camellias and azaleas while in
bloom before they restart growth
Prune roses: remove old canes to the
base as well as dead, damaged, twiggy
crossing growth; leave new healthy
canes keeping them at least 2ft tall
Start feeding epiphyllums with 0-1010 or 2-10-10
Choose aloes for winter/spring bloom

Please send photos and info about plants
you’ve grown, gardens to visit, gardening
lore, questions.
Sue Schenk, editor
The Metropolitan Water District is not currently
offering rebates for turf removal.
http://socalwatersmart.com/index.php/

Facebook: Claremont Garden Club
Instagram: Claremont_Garden_Club

