
Ornamental of the Month
Ipomoea spp

Morning glory species produce white, pink,
red, purple, or blue flowers. Related to
sweet potatoes and moonflowers, all are
twining vines. Host plants for many
butterfly caterpillars, and a source of
nectar for large butterflies, hawkmoths,
and hummingbirds. Fast-growing annuals
that may act like perennials here. Self-sow
(poisonous seeds). Frost-tender. Provide
full sun, good drainage, moderate water. 

Edible of the Month
Allium ampeloprasum cultivar

Leeks are easily grown from seed in loose,
well-drained, fertile soil. Best if “hilled” to
create a long white portion. Biennials that 
flower the second season if not harvested. 
Delicious raw,  sauteed, and in soups such
as cock-a-leekie (add six cups cleaned,
sliced leeks to eight cups simmering
chicken stock, cook a few minutes, add a
dollop of cream)  and vichyssoise.  
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Welcome to the Claremont Garden Club newsletter!

   É Please send us questions and ideas about gardening

Liriopes: Lilyturfs are terrific for low light areas!

Liriope gigantea grows in clumps
up to 3 ft tall and wide (bottom

left), and there is an uncommon
pure white-variegated form (upper

right). Liriope muscari tops out at
about 18 inches and slowly forms
clumps of green (upper left) or
yellow-striped (middle right) leaves. 
Liriope spicata can be green or

cream-variegated (middle left) and this species spreads fairly quickly by
underground runners, making it a good ground cover. All do just fine in
pots or in low light spots in the ground. Purple or white  flowers appear
in August on short spikes; not showy but pretty nonetheless. Low to
moderate water. Trouble-free except for the occasional attack by small,
flat brown scale; I just remove those leaves and toss them in the trash. 

https://www.almanac.com/plant/morning-glories
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Leek
https://www.thespruce.com/growing-leeks-in-the-vegetable-garden-1403462
https://www.bonappetit.com/recipes/slideshow/23-favorite-leek-recipes-like-onions
https://www.finecooking.com/recipe/classic-vichyssoise
http://www.sustainableclaremont.org
mailto:gardenclub@sustainableclaremont.org


Did you know?
Botanical Latin: “Gigantea” of course

means “large”; “spicata” not surprisingly
means “flowers in spikes”.

Plant miscellanea: A “spike” of flowers

is one in which the individual blossoms are
stemless and are attached directly to the
main stalk (photo at left). 

Things to do in September

General
T Keep plants watered, especially fall-

planted tropicals
T Deadhead, clean up, weed, mulch
T Start planning new beds and features
T Check nurseries and catalogs

Pest/disease management
T Clean out whole vegetable garden

and wait 2 or 3 weeks to plant to
reduce whitefly

T Check lemons for brown rot; remove
fruit from tree and ground; prune off
branches showing dieback; make sure
branches clear ground

T Don’t leave uprooted tomatoes near
flowers–caterpillars may migrate!

Edibles
T Keep citrus and avocados evenly

watered
T Clean up and dig beds for winter veg
T Plant beets, broccoli, celery, sprouts,

cauliflower, leeks, mustard, parsley 

Ornamentals 

T Buy bulbs to plant in October; choose
relatively large, firm,  heavy ones

T Divide irises that have been in the
same place three years or more

T If in a frost-free location, prune
plumbago and bouganvillea

T Fertilize cymbidiums biweekly (10-30-
20); provide enough light so leaves
turn a bit yellow; make sure light hits
the pseudobulbs

T Start disbudding camellias

Please send photos and info about plants
you’ve grown, gardens to visit, gardening
lore, questions.               Sue Schenk, editor

The Metropolitan Water District may again be
offering rebates for turf removal. 
http://socalwatersmart.com/index.php/ 

Facebook: Claremont Garden Club
Instagram: Claremont_Garden_Club

Upcoming events and more
Sept 12: Garden Club – 6:30-8:30 pm, talk at 7pm, Napier Center, 660 Avery

Rd, Claremont. Lili Singer will speak about “Perfect Partners:
Gardening with natives and all sort of edibles”

Smart Gardening Workshops: 9:30-11 am, free. For dates and locations, see 
http://dpw.lacounty.gov/epd/sg/wk_scheds.cfm 

Chino Basin Water District: classes on waterwise landscaping, irrigation; mulch
giveaways:  http://www.cbwcd.org/150/Workshop-Descriptions 

Armstrong classes:  http://www.armstronggarden.com/pages/classes
Rancho Santa Ana Botanic Garden: www.rsabg.org/upcoming-events 
Huntington Library: Free talks, plant sales   www.huntington.org/ 

Garden Art
Patty Lindberg sent
in a photo of this
impressive piece of
garden art she saw
at the San Diego
Botanic Garden. The
delightful “Succulent Senorita” is
about 5 ft tall and contains hundreds
of plants!

    ºWe are putting together a

presentation showcasing local garden
art, so if you have pictures of 
beautiful or entertaining yard art,
please send them in!

Favorite Quote (courtesy of Sharron Neyer)

    “A morning-glory at my window satisfies me more than
the metaphysics of books.”                                        Walt Whitman

The purple leaves of  Oxalis triangularis are 2-3 inches across and 6-10
inches tall. The clumps tend to die back a bit if it gets too hot or too cold.
In the spring and occasionally in the
summer there are pale pink, bell-
shaped flowers. They produce the
occasional volunteer but buying
corms or plants (they are often sold
as houseplants, especially around St
Patrick’s Day) is a faster way to
spread them around in your garden.
They like part shade and moderate
water and seem to be pest-free. 

http://socalwatersmart.com/index.php/
http://dpw.lacounty.gov/epd/sg/wk_scheds.cfm
http://www.cbwcd.org/150/Workshop-Descriptions
http://www.armstronggarden.com/pages/classes
http://www.rsabg.org/upcoming-events
http://www.huntington.org/WebAssets/Templates/content.aspx?id=538
https://www.easytogrowbulbs.com/blogs/plant-care/low-maintenance-houseplants-oxalis-triangularis

